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Thank you, my friends, and thank you, South Carolina, for bringing us across the finish line first in 
the first in the south primary. It took us a while, but what's eight years among friends. It just gave 
us the opportunity to spend more time in this beautiful state; to talk with you and listen to you; and 
to come to admire all the more the deep patriotism of South Carolinians, who have sacrificed so 
much to defend our country from its enemies.  

It is a great privilege to have come to know so many of you, and I am very grateful for and humbled 
by the support you have given our campaign. Thank you especially, for braving the very un-South 
Carolina like weather today to exercise the first responsibility of an American; not just those South 
Carolinians who voted for us, but all of you who voted today for the candidate you believe is best 
suited to lead the country you love.  

I think I can speak for all of the Republican candidates, when I say, South Carolinians are never 
just fair weather friends…  

….In the course of this campaign, I have tried as best I could, to tell people the truth about the 
challenges facing our country, and how I intend to address them. As I have said before, I know that 
before I can win your vote, I must earn your respect. And the only way I know how to do that is by 
being honest with you. I have tried to do that throughout this campaign, and to put my trust in your 
willingness to give me your fair consideration. So far, it seems to be working out just fine.  

I am aware that for the last 28 years, the winner of the South Carolina primary has been the 
nominee of our party. We have a ways to go, of course. There are some tough contests ahead, 
starting tomorrow in the state of Florida. But, my friends, we are well on our way tonight. And I feel 
very good about our chances.  

As pleased as we are that we have a reason to celebrate tonight, I know that I must keep foremost 
in my mind that I am not running for President to be somebody, but to do something. I am running 
to keep America safe, prosperous and proud. I am running to restore the trust of the American 
people in their government. I am running so that our children and their children will have even 
greater opportunities than the ones we were blessed with. I am running so that every person in this 
country, now and in generations to come, will know the same, sublime honor that has been the 
treasure of my life: to be proud to be an American.  

I seek the nomination of our Party, because I am as confident today as I was when I first entered 
public life as a foot soldier in the Reagan Revolution that the principles of the Republican Party -- 
our confidence in the good sense and resourcefulness of free people -- are always in America's 
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best interests. In war and peace, in good times and challenging ones, we have always known that 
the first responsibility of government it to keep this country safe from its enemies, and the 
American people free of a heavy handed government that spends too much of their money, and 
tries to do for them what they are better able to do for themselves.  

We want government to do its job, not your job; to do it better and to do it with less of your money; 
to defend our nation's security wisely and effectively, because the cost of our defense is so dear to 
us; to respect our values because they are the true source of our strength; to enforce t he rule of 
law that is first defense of freedom; to keep the promises it makes to us and not make promises it 
will not keep.  

We believe government should do only those things we cannot do individually, and then get out of 
the way so that the most industrious, ingenious, and enterprising people in the world can do what 
they have always done, build an even greater country than the one they inherited.  

My friends, I know we are facing challenging economic times, and we must be responsive to the 
concerns of Americans who fear they are being left behind in the global economy. But nothing is 
inevitable in our country. We are the captains of our fate. We can overcome any challenge as long 
as we keep our courage, and stand by our defense of free markets, low taxes, and small 
government that have made America the greatest land of opportunity in the world.  

I have served our country all my adult life, and I am prepared for the high office I seek. I asked 
South Carolinians to help give me the opportunity to serve the country I love a little while longer. 
You have done that, and I will never forget it. I promise you I will always put America -- her 
strength, her ideals, her future -- before every other consideration. Thank you, South Carolina, for 
your trust. I will not let you down, so help me God. Good night and God bless you as you have 
blessed me. 

Source: http://www.johnmccain.com/Informing/News/Speeches/15325ed1-719f-4902-909e-385b57e250b5.htm 

Gloser: 

Humbled by = gjort ydmyg af 

Braving = trodse 

give me your fair consideration = at give mig en fair chance  

Reagan Revolution =  

The Republican Ronald Reagan was US President from 1981 to 1989. His domestic politics 
(indenrigspolitik) focused on tax reduction and smaller government, and he introduced the biggest 
tax cuts in US history. Moreover, he initiated a massive military build-up during the cold war. 
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